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DECISION APPROVING SETTLEMENTS

Before:

Judge Merlin

These cases are petitions for the assessment of civil pen-
alties filed by the Secretary of Labor against Consolidation Coal
Company for violations of Part 50 of the Secretary's regulations.
Part 50 Imposes upon mine operators subject to th.e Act the re-
quirements, inter alia, immediately to notify the Mine Safety and
Health Admi ni strati on (MSHA) of accidents, to investigate acci-
dents, and to file reports pertaining to accidents, occupational
injuries and occupational illnesses.

By prehearing order dated January 6, 1987, the parties were
directed to discuss possible settlement and advise me of the
results of their discussion by February 17, 1987. By further
order dated January 29, 1987, the parties were directed that if
they were unable to reach settlement, pretrial statements would
be due on March 10, 1987, and the cases would be heard on
March 3l, 1987.

The parties informed me that they were unable to reach set-
tlement and on February 27, 1987, the operator filed a motion to
dismiss on the ground that Part 50 was invalid, to which the So-
licitor responded with a memorandum of law in opposition. The
Solicitor and the operator filed prehearing statements on
March 11 and 12, 1987, respectively.
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